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THE MORMONS. 


— —0— — = 


My interests have been identified 
with Utah over twenty-five years. 
During that time I formed an exten- 
sive acquaintance with her people, 
including many of her representative 
men. But few modern people have 
been more exfensively misrepresented 
or more thoroughly misunderstood. 
Whatever may have been the motives 
_ which actuated the pioneers of Utah, 
it is the material facts of their subse- 
quent history, the results of their 
labors that indicates the tendency of 
their principles. 

In 1847 the Mormons led by Brig- 
ham Young colonized Salt Lake Valley 
on the back-bone of the American 
continent. In the centre of a vast 
wilderness, surrounded by savages, 
far removed from the amenities of 
civilization, they laid the foundation 
of a future commonwealth. 

Under the circumstances they could 
not have been actuated by pecuniary 
motives. Nothing short of the ho 
of realizing the practical benefits of a 
sincere religious faith could have sus- 
tained them under the trials of such 
magnitude and importance. 

A thousand miles from any resources 
except those developed by their ener- 


ies from the stabborn elements of the 
esert, without extraneous aid or ever 


sympathy, they have developed an 
amount of pluck, of patient persever- 
ance unparalleled within a century in 
the history of American colonization. 

Necessity compels them to work out 
a successful system of irrigation. This 
made existence possible in Salt Lake 
Valley, and has since developed the 
agricultural resources of Utah. It has. 
also taught others how to utilize the: 
narrow valleys and barren plains 
of a vast area of the public domain, 
the resources of which were considered 
by early explorers inadequate for the 
wants of civilization. 

Scarcely had Salt Lake City become 


safe from the incursions of — 


through the protection afforded 
other settlemehts, than Utah was made 
the unwilling receptacle of the refuse 
of political parties in the form of 
federal officers. They have often been 
men of a low order of talent and of 
debased morals, who were ever ready 
to eke out their meagre salaries by 
pickings from the slender resoufces ok 
struggling settlements. 

This monotony of bad officials has 
occasionally been relieved by the 
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advent of a man of broad, liberal 
views. Such have never failed to win 
the respect and confidence of the 
people. 

To-day Utah with an industrious, 
law abiding population, comprising 
many intelligent capitalists from vari- 
ous parts of the world, is carrying the 
weighty incubus of a political ring who 
bring their religious prejudices to bear 
on courts of justice, and whose selfish- 
ness will not admit that anything is 
right that does not pander to their 
avarice. 

Moderate antagonism can scarcely 
be considered evils by a people en- 
gaged in the work of religious reform 
and social reconstruction. They stimu- 
late to purity of life and develop 


energy. They spread new principles 
by attracting the attention of the 
people, 

The insults and jadicial tyranny of 
the Utah ring will probably subserve 
Mormon interests better than their 
own. 

Mormonism is a stubborn, living 
fact. Its history proves it to have an 
innate vitality which persecution only 
invigorates. 

With this view of the subject, Mor- 
mons do not anticipate being crushed 
by the operations of a political ring, 
the decisions of missionary judges, or 
by the transient waves of prejudiced 


public opinion. 
James A. LITTLE. 
—Omaha Herald. 


JEWISH LIFE IN THE 


TIME OF OUR LORD. 


— () —— 


Altogether, it seems, eighteen gar- 
ments were supposed to complete an 
elegant toilette. The material, the 
color, and the cut distinguished the 
wearer. While the poor used the 


upper garment for a covering at night, 


the fashionable wore the finest white, 
embroidered, or even purple gar- 
ments, with curiously wrought silk 
girdles. It was around this upper 
garment that the borders” were worn 
which the Pharisees ‘ enlarged.”— 
(Matt. xxiii, 5). Of these we shall 
speak presently. Meantime we con- 
tinue our description. The inner 

arment went down to the heels. The 

ead-dress consisted of a pointed cap 
or kind of turban, of more or less 
exquisite matezial, and _ curiously 
wound, the ends often hanging grace- 
fully behind. Gloves were generally 
used only for protection. As for 
ladies, besides — in dress, 
the early — of Isaiah (iii, 16—24) 
against the daughters of Jerusalem 
might have been repeated with ten- 
fold emphasis in New Testament 
times. e read of three kinds of 
veils. The Arabian hung down from 
the head, leaving the wearer free to 
see all around; the veil-dress was a 
kind of mantilla thrown gracefully 
about the whole person and cevering 
the head; while the Egyptian resem- 


bled the veil of modern Orientals, 
covering breast, neck, chin, and face, 
and leaving only the eyes free. The 
irdle, which was fastened lower than 
y men, was often of very costly 
fabric, and studded with precious 
stones. Sandals consisted merely of 
soles strapped to the feet, but ladies 
wore also costly slippers, sometimes 
embroidered, or adorned with gema, 
and so arranged that the pressure of 
the foot emitted a delicate perfume. 
It is well known that scents and 
ointments“ were greatly in vogue, 
and often most expensive (Matt. 2 
7). The latter were prepared of oi 
and home or foreign perfumes, the 
dearest being kept in costly alabaster 
boxes. Even the Savior submitted to 
the common custom. Then took 
Marya pound of ointment of spikenard, 
very costly and anointed the feet of 
Jesus, and wiped his feet with her 
hair: and the house was filled with 
the odour of the ointment.”—(John 
xii, 3). But in general society 
anointing was combined with washing, 
as tending to comfort and refreshment. 
The hair, the beard, the forehead, and 
the face, even garlands worn at feasts, 
were anointed. But luxury went 
much farther than all that. Some 
ladies used cosmetics, painting their 
cheeks, and blackening their eyebrows 
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with a mixture of antimony, zinc, and 
eil. The hair, which was considered 
a chief point of beauty, was the object 
of special care. Young people wore 
it long; but in men this would have 
been regarded as a token of effemi- 
nacy C Cor. xi, 14). The beard was 
carefully trimmed, anointed and per- 
fumed. Slaves were not allowed to 
wear beards. Peasant girls tied their 
hair in a simple knot ; but the fashion- 
able Jewesses curled and plaited theirs, 
adorning the tresses with gold orna- 
ments and pearls, the favorite color 
was reddish, to produce which the 
hair was either dyed or sprinkled with 
d-dust. We read even of false hair 
Shab. vi, 3), just as false teeth also 
were worn in Judea. Indeed, as in 
this res also there is nothing new 
under the sun, we are not astonished 
to find mention of hair-pins and ele- 
t combs, nor to read that some 
ewish dandies had their hair regu- 
larly dressed! However, the business 
of hairdresser was not regarded as 
very respectable, any more than that 
of perfumer. As for ornaments, gen- 
tlemen generally wore a seal, either 
on the ring-finger or suspended round 
the neck. Some of them had also 
bracelets, above the wrist (commonly 
of the right arm), made of ivory, gold, 
or precions stones strung together. 
Of course, the fashionable lady was 
adorned with such; to which we may 
add finger - rings, ankle-rings, nose- 
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rings, earrings, gorgeous head -dresses 
— what are now - 
a-days called “‘charms.” As it may 
interest some, we shall add a few sen- 
tences of description. The earring 
was either plain, or had a drop, a pen- 
dant, or a little bell inserted. The 
nose-ring, which the traditional law 
ordered te be put aside on the Sab- 
bath, hung gracefully over the upper 
lip, yet so as not to interfere with the 
salute of the privileged friend. Two 
kinds of necklaces were worn—one 
close fitting, the other often consisting 
of precious stones or pearls, and hang- 
ing down over the chest, and even to 
the girdle. The fashionable lady 
would wear two or three such chains, 
to which smelling-bottles ‘and various 
ornaments, even heathen ‘‘charms,” — 
were attached. Gold pendants des- 
cended from the head-ornament, which 
sometimes rose like a tower, or wound 
in the graceful coils of a snake. The 
anklets were generally so wrought as 
in walking to make a sound like little 
bells. Sometimes the two ankle-rings 
were fastened together, which would 
oblige the fair wearer to walk with 
small, mincing steps. If to all this we 
add gold and diamond pins, and say 
that our very brief description is 
strictly based upon contemporary 
notices, the reader will have some 
idea of the appearance of fashionable 
society.—Sunday at Home. 


A good education is the greatest of 


all advantages ; and those to whom we 


are indebted for our good principles demand our warmest gratitude. | 
The richer you are, the more calmly you bear the reproach of poverty: the 


more genius you have, the more easily you bear the imputation of mediocrity. 


The art of contracting our desires ,is the grand principle of human happi- 
ness; for when once the desire of superfluity is indulged, we know not the 
end. One gratification paves the way to another; and no sooner is the present 
wish indulged than a future imaginary necessity arises, equally important. 
They who confine their desires to real wants, are more rich, and more con- 
tented than any others; the system on which they act, is like their souls, 
replete with simplicity and true greatness. 

It is no man’s business whether he has genius or not, work he must, what- 
ever he is, but quietly and steadily ; and the natural and unforced results of 
such work will always be the things that God meant him to do, and will = = 

3 
if thus peacefully 
y done, false, hollow, 


best. No agonies or heart-rendings will enable him to do any better. 
be a great man they will be great things; but alwa 
done, good and right; always if restlessly and ambitio 
and despicable.—RuskIn. 
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BLESSINGS. 
—0 


IIurx, iutelligence, happiness, strength of body and mind, a knowledge of 
salvation, are choice blessings ; but the gift of eternal life, of eternal exalta- 
tion in the kingdom of God, is the greatest blessing that heaven gan bestow 
upon intelligent beings. 

There is much, however, in this world to make one happy, and fill the soal. 
with joy and peace. A conscience void of offence toward God and man is a 
great boon to its possessor. Do we live a life on earth to please God or to 
please ourselves? If in pleasing Him we please ourselves we do well, but if in 
pleasing ourselves we displease Him what will be the consequence ? It is of 
paramount importance that a Saint should know that his course is acceptable 
in the sight of God. To this end self-examination sometimes may be found 
very profitable. By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; 
and was not found, because God had translated him : for before his translation 
he had this testimony, THAT HE PLEASED Gop.” (Heb. xi, 5.) 

„Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is notin him. For all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is 
not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the 
‘lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.” (1 John, ii, 15—17.). 

The precious metals—fruits and vegetables—air, light and water are useful 
they are necessary for temporal existence, to be used with judgment and 
wisdom. We must not love them. Our affections are to be placed upon higher 
objects. The groveling things of this world will perish with the using. If we 
view our position here in its true light, what of it? Why it is so transitory— 
life is so short, that it does not pay to be dishonest : viewed from any stand- 
point the idea is simply absurd. What! May live for seventy-five or a. 
hundred years?” Is that any thing? Ask the centenarian. He will answer 
„Few and evil have the years of my life been.” No. This world is nothing 
merely an outfitting station for the great journey that lies before us—Eternity. 

Before this, the last number of the XXXVII Vol. of the Larrer-pay 
Sants’ ‘‘ Millennial Star” reaches all of our Readers, another year will have 
expired. Of the amount.of good which has been accomplished—of the amount 
‘of evil which has been done during the past year, by the world of mankind 


the Almighty is the only judge. Recording angels have registered facts, and 
racts only. Humanity at best is but half enlightened. The secrets of the 
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heart—the motive to action is known to God. When an carthiy tribunal e- 


demns, for lack of knowledge, the innocent to suffer, the Lord will lift up and 
reward. All unsettled human difficulties will be rightly adjusted in the Courts 
on high. If any have to suffer through man’s oupidity, hatred, revenge, malice 
or jealoary, lot him soffor manfully and consistently in his innoooney, trasting 
in the Lord. Gop 1s HERE! 

The cause of Zion has flourished in the past—it will prosper in the futate. 
The visible hand of Providence has been over the children of the kingdom in 


all parts of the habitable globe—and in Zion in a special manner. The recent 


outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon thousands of the Lamanites, influencing 
them to call on the Lord in prayer, to repent of their sins, and to seek for 
baptism at the hands of the Elders of the Church, is an evidence that the 
work of the Father” has commenced amongst that le in fulfillment of pro- 
phecy, and that God acknowledges the Saints to be the Church of Christ. We 
consider the great movement an infallible proof of the divinity of the Book of 
Mormon. We anticipate still farther and more ‘striking manifestations of 
God’s power in behalf of that people, Many missionaries were called at the 
late Conference held in Salt Lake City to preach the Gospel to this remnant of 
the house of Israel, to help on this work, as it is written, ‘‘ My people shall be 
willing in the day of my power.” They are descendants of Joseph, that was 
sold into Egypt, through the lineage of Manassah, wherefore they are heirs of 
the promise made to Abraham, and will participate in the blessings of the 
Gospel, with us, in this the dispensation of the fulness of times. 

Christmas comes once a year. What a simple truism—the world is full of 
such. Twice two make four. Who can number the stars, or count the 
sand upon the sea shore? It is easier to ask questions than to answer 
them. Interrogatories are the horror of false teachers. Propositions are the 
perplexities of philosophers. Saints should be always prepared to give a 
‘*reason of the hope that is within them.” We accopt the birth of Christ as a 
fact, His gracious atonement as a self-evident necessity. The duty of man is. 
to promote man’s interest. To bless and curse not. Pure Christianity 
teaches the highest order of life. Moses’ law was An eye for an eye, anda 
tooth for a tooth. :” Christ taught, That ye resist not evil,” when brought to 
bear against yourself by way of persecution for righteousness’ sake. ‘‘ Love 
your enemies, BLEss them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.” What for? 
„That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven? ‘‘ As ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.” If ye ave 
them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same.” 
„Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
„Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.” Jesus did this for us all! His holy mission to this earth was for 
this purpose: with His stripes we are healed; through obedience to the 
everlasting Gospel. 

The birth of our Savior was announced Wenn 
ing watch over their flook by night the glory of the Lord shone round about 
them: And the angel said, ‘‘ Behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto us is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; 
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ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying ina manger. And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising, 
God and saying, Giony ro Gop IN THE HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH PEAOB, 
GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN.” Holy Angels continually ministered to Him du- 
ring His sojourn with men. In the wilderness after having ‘‘ fasted forty days 
and forty nights,” having vanquished the tempter, ‘‘ Angels came and min- 
istered unto Him.” At His transfiguration on the mount, ‘‘ when His face 
did shine as the sun, and His raiment was white as the light,” and “‘a bright 
cload overshadowed Him; and a voice said, out of the cloud, ‘‘ This is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased ; heir ye Him ;” the angels, like two 
men, Moses and Elias, appeared in glory, and talked with Him, and spake 
of His decease which He should accomplish at Jerusalem.” When in agony in 
the Garden of Gethsemane, ‘‘and His sweat was as it were great drops of 
blood, an angel from heaven came and strengthened Him. At his glorious 
resurrection they were present—and said to Mary, He is risen!” At His tri- 
umphant ascensidn. into heaven, from mount Olivet, they ministered consola- 
tion to His faithful disciples— Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.“ 

Peace on earth, good will toward men! This is a Gospel anthem, and the 
spirit thereof will yet prevail. It is doing strong battle with evil this day,— 
it is bound to triumph. Universal brotherhood - universal peace is only a ques- 
tion of time. 

The Elders can bless the Saints, the Saints can bless the Elders. Faith! 
have faith!! Now it is not always necessary in order to be able to bestow 
blessings upon others, that we be asked for a blessing. We love God, because 
He first loved us. If an Elder is inspired to bless a Saint—to administer to 
the sick—let him not quench the Spirit. Lead out, and inspire the feeble to 
exercise faith to be healed—the weak to be strengthened physically and men- 
tally. Comfort the mourners—anoint them with the oil of gladness—lay your 
hands upon them in the order of the Lord’s house—pray over them, pray for 
them—bless them! They that are whole need not a physician ; but they 
that are sick.” Bless the little children—bless the young men and women— 
bless the fathers and mothers—bless the aged! Then the peace of God which 
passeth all understanding will rest upon and abide with you. 

One of the most affecting incidents in the life of our Lord is recorded by St. 
Luke. It exemplifies the compassionate spirit of our Savior, His deep and 
generous sympathy for the afflicted—for poor suffering bumanity. 

And it came to pass the day after, that He went into a city called Nain ; 
and many of His disciples went with Him, and much people. Now when he 
came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, 
the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the 
city was with her. And when the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her, 
and said unto her, Weep not. And He came and touched the bier: and they 
that bare him stood still. And He said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. 
And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And He delivered him to 
his mother.” 

How soon the widow’s sorrow was turmed into joy! The Savior was swift te 
bless but slow to curse. Was He ever known to curse man, woman or child ! 
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His dying words for His enemies, were, Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do.” v 

At the death of Lazarus Jesus wept.” Saints do sympathize with each 
other. We moarn with those who have parted with dear friends the past year. 
Bat they are not dead—they only sleep till the resurrection. Our sympathy 
is a blessing to the mourner—our love a sweet solace in the hour of affliction. 
Soon, God will wipe away all tears—‘‘ There is sweet rest in heaven.” 

‘*Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us: 
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. (when necessary.) But 
whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth 
up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?” 
‘The Saints have the privilege to minister to each other, and to bless the 
_ Elders, who have left all to labor in the ministry. There are good Saints in 
the Mission—there are good and efficient Elders laboring in the vineyard— 
faithful and energetic men, much good will be accomplished by them, and the 
Saints co-operating with them. There are not any too many in the field. 

We hope our readers have enjoyed a Merrry Christmas. We trust that all 
will have a happy new year! Another spring is coming—there is a long line 
of travel before us. Be of good cheer! Grace and peace be multiplied unto you. 


E. H. ; 
\ CORRESPONDENCE. 
ENGLAND. brethren in Stockton deserve much 


credit for their continued energy in 
Stockton-on-Tees, Deo. 16,1875. trying to spread the doctrines of the 
Prest. A. Carrington. Church. 

Dear Brother,—I arrived here last Tuesday, 13th, I wentto Middlesbo 
Saturday, at the request of the Stock- where there are a few families 
ton Branch, to deliver a lecture on | Saints, and had a good meeting ; seve- 
Utah, t and present, at 6 p.m. of | ral strangers were present. I orga- 
the 12th inst. e meeting-room, a | nized the Saints residing there into a 
very respectable one, was well filled by] Branch, with Elder Thomas Evans as 
an intelligent-looking audience, who President, and ordained one Deacon 
listened with much attention and appa- | and one Teacher. I believe good will 
rent interest ; many of them expressed | result. To me the latter-day kingdom 
themselves pleased at the close of the | is everything. 
meeting. veral went with me to; With best wishes for the prosperity 
brother Mitchell’s, and spent a — of yourself and family and the brethren 
pleasant hour in talking about U in the office, 
and the ‘‘Mormons.” I also received] I remain your brother in the 
an invitation to spend an afternoon Gospel, 
with a family that was present at the A. GaLLoway. 
meeting. Brother Littlefair and the 


— — 


Is it not a manly thing for one to find his level and attain it, as the waters 
go down from many countries to work on the seas? Whether it be a rill 
or an Amazon it will cut its own channel; then the drops climb the skies 
again and flow in great rivers on high, and then again make their circuit. 
80 every live man, though counted only a drop in the ocean of humanity, 
will out and fulfill his mission, making the earth beautiful. 
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‘subsist on decently. 
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A wise man desires only what he can gain justly, use soberly, distribute frugally, and | 


We are taught to clothe our minds, as we do our bodies, after the fashion in vogue; 
and it is accounted fantastical, or something worse, to do so. a 

True — is, the endeavoring to rise superior to others in everything virtuous and 
praise-worth 

— the unforeseen events of this world, we should be taught that * 
condition should inspire men with absolute despair. i 

In early manhood some souls get locked up in ecclesiastical prisons, and the bolts 
rusting from the stale exhalations of stagnant theologies, the prisoners languish their 
lives out in spiritual chains. 

Only when reli aro souress in. intellectual culture an 
instruction, do they a high service. A teacher or minister who is a dullard is of no a. 
count. ‘The religious sentiment, being innate in man, manifests itself in all times and 
latitudes ; but that its —— have scope it needs union with intellect and moral 


thought, and Gospel tru 


POETRY. 


IF WE KNEW. 


[SELECTED. | — 
If we knew the woe and heart-ache, Strange, we never prize the music 
Waiting for us down the road, Vill the sweet-voiced bird has flown: 
If our lips could taste the wormwood, Strange, that we should slight the violets 
If cur backs could feel thie load, 7 Till the lovely flowers are gone: 
Would we waste the time in wishing Strange, that summer skies and sunshine 
For a time that ne’er can be? Never seem one half so fair 
Would we wait in such impatience As when the winter's snowy pinions 
For our ships to come from sea? Shake their white down in the air! 
If we knew the baby-fingers, Lips, from which the seal of silence 
Pressed against the —— None but God can roll away, 
Would be cold and stiff to-morrow— Never blossomed in such beauty 
Never trouble us again— As adorns the mouth to-day ; 
Would the bright eyes of our darling And sweet words that freight our memory 
Catch the frown upon our brow ? With their beautiful perfume, 
Would the print of rosy fingers Come to us in sweeter accents 
Vex us then as they do now? Through the portals of the tomb. 
Ah. these little ice-cold fingers, , Let us gather up the sunbeams * 
How they point our memories back yin | all around our path; 
. To the hasty words and action eep the wheat and roses, 
Strewn along our backward track ; Casting out the thorns and chaff ; 
How these little hands remind us, | Let us find our sweetest cemfort 
Asin showy grace they lie, In the blessings of to-day, 
Not to scatter thorns—but roses— With smiles and patient hand removing 
For our reaping by and by. All the briers from our way. 
1 * 
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